2017 Amazing Thailand Private Tour
Six fun people will spend 14 adventure filled days in
Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Khao Sok and Ao Nang.
Temples, elephants, jungles, beaches!
Join Third Rock Tours for an incredible experience!

Private Group Trip Itinerary
For travelers with a yearning to get off the beaten track, Intrepid opens up a whole new world of adventure travel
since 1989. With a huge variety of trips available, Intrepid travelers explore the world's most amazing places from the back streets of Asia, to the wilds of Africa, the colorful landscapes of Latin America, the picturesque
National Parks of North America, the delicacies of Europe & ancient cultures of Australasia. Come with us to
discover real people, real cultures & incredible real life experiences along the way…
Wherever we go in the world, we take a responsible attitude with us. That means travelling in a way which both
respects and benefits local people, their culture and the environment. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to
arrange a private group adventure with Intrepid Travel.
Prepared for: Bruce Cook – Third Rock Tours
www.thirdrocktours.com • 512-415-3033 • brucealancook@gmail.com
Date: May 4, 2017
Booking reference: 5692111

Why travel with Intrepid
Responsible Travel

All about the locals

Experienced Tour Director

Freedom and flexibility

Balanced itineraries

Six Travelers only!

Our Travel Style
For centuries people have travelled not out of necessity, but driven by curiosity. Exchanging stories, a meal or a
smile with a stranger helps us see the world in a different way and understand our place in it a little better. At
Intrepid, we’re committed to a style of travel that benefits our travelers and communities. Every year, we take
more than 100,000 travelers around the world on small group adventures.
Accommodation
Where we stay ensures we keep our
travelers firmly entrenched in a region’s
people and culture, and provides them
with unique local experiences that
benefit the community too. Across all of
our styles, many of our itineraries also
include homestay experiences

Thailand

Transport
Getting from Point A to Point B is usually
a hassle, not a highlight. We want to
change all that. Where we have to travel,
we like to travel local. You could watch
the world pass by from behind a tinted
bus window, but the view from a
grassroots level is better.
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Responsible Travel
Intrepid is committed to maintaining our
integrity, living our values and ensuring
that we're fulfilling the core purpose of
our business. This being, to operate in a
responsible manner, incorporating the
principles of sustainable development.
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Private Thailand – 14 days/13 nights
December 21, 2017- January 3, 2018

Travel to Thailand
Thailand has the full package - in buzzing Bangkok, indulge in mouth-watering food, visit nightclubs and explore
street markets; in the north, meet hill tribes, see elephants and explore ancient temples; and in the south, relax
on beaches, discover underwater worlds and hangout in jungles.

Everything you need to know about Thailand
We have an entire webpage dedicated to the need to know information for this country. Find out about everything
from the weather, to the food, destination highlights, and so much more. Just click on the link below!
http://www.intrepidtravel.com/thailand

Thailand
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ITINERARY
Day 1 – Bangkok Arriving
Sa-wat dee! Welcome to Thailand.

Date: 21 Dec 17

Meal Plan (-/-/-)

An airport arrival transfer is included.
Thailand's bustling capital, Bangkok is famous for its tuk tuks, khlong boats and street vendors serving up delicious Thai food.
Bangkok has so much to offer those with time to explore - why not take a riverboat to Chinatown and explore the crowded streets,
uncover the magnificent Grand Palace and the Temple of the Emerald Buddha, wander down the tourist mecca of Khao San Road,
or indulge in some Thai massage?
Optional Activities
• Visit tailor for custom clothing
Arrival Transfer
• Included
Accommodation
IBIS STYLES BANGKOK KHAOSAN VIENGTAI – Standard Room
http://www.ibis.com/gb/hotel-9906-ibis-styles-bangkok-khaosan-viengtai/index.shtml

Day 2 – Chinatown Visit
Date: 22 Dec 17
You will have a free time today until meet with your tour guide at 15.00pm.

Meal Plan (B/-/D)

Enjoy a leisurely breakfast, then wander around Khao San Road area – there’s so much to see and do. Nearby options: Bangkok
National Museum, the Democracy Monument, the National Gallery, Santichaiprakan Park, Soi Rambutri, Wat Chanagonkram, Wat
Mahathat, Wat Saket
At 15.00, you will walk down to Chaopraya River to take the public ferry to Chinatown.Your short journey will begin at Ratchawong
Pier, where you’ll step back in to the old markets in Yaowarat, right in the heart of Chinatown. It doesn’t get any more old-school
Bangkok than this – these Chinese locals were traders living in the villages of Bangkok before it became the capital. Your local guide
will tell you all about the history of this area, and why it’s such an important part of Chinatown.
From the pier, your Bangkok tour will continue al Song Wat Road, which is bordered by old business buildings and warehouses that
are still operating today, and also head towards the plastic and leather products quarter on Yaowa Phanit Road. This part of the
tour is a journey through the bustling businesses of Chinatown, where you’ll be able to see the locals go about their daily duties
and get a feel of what it would be like to live here.
From industry to ancient history, the next stop on your tour will lead you to Wat Traimit Temple, an incredible sight to behold and
one of the can’t miss things to do in Bangkok. This stunning temple enshrines the world’s largest golden seated Buddha from the
Sukhothai Era, measuring nearly five metres high and weighing five and a half tonnes. Here your guide will let you in on the local
secrets and history behind the Buddha, and the legendary tales that surround the original Buddha that sat there. This temple also
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houses the Chinese Museum, where you’ll learn all about the history of the Chinese people in Thailand and the fascinating
relationship between these two countries.
Next, you’ll get into everything you’ve been waiting for – bring on the food! With your local guide, you’ll head to a 100-year old
coffee shop on Phat Sai Road, where you’ll be treated to a coffee, snack, and the opportunity to sit back and soak up the
atmosphere. Fully rejuvenated, you’ll head to a market specialising in Chinese religious products and fresh food. At night, this area
is filled with street stalls and becomes one giant and extremely tasty food bazaar. Pick and choose from street grills or the finest
Chinese restaurants; this will be your opportunity to go wild and try all those dishes you’ve never even heard of, but after this
experience you’ll never forget them!
With a belly full of Bangkok treats, you’ll continue on this Bangkok food tour towards Saphan Phut night market, where you can
find a huge array of clothes, shoes, bags, accessories, second-hand collections and antiques on sale. Here you can even have a
portrait of yourself painted as a souvenir! You’ll also stop off at Talat Pak Khlong, the largest wholesale flower and vegetable market
in Bangkok, an area rich in colour and vitality, and the perfect spot to take some bright Bangkok photos.

Finishing Time: 20.00pm – 21.00pm
Included Activities
• China town tour
Accommodation
IBIS STYLES BANGKOK KHAOSAN VIENGTAI – Standard Room
http://www.ibis.com/gb/hotel-9906-ibis-styles-bangkok-khaosan-viengtai/index.shtml

Day 3 – Bangkok City Tour
Date: 23 Dec 17
Meal Plan (B/-/D)
Starting Time: 08.00am – 8.30am. You’ll begin this Bangkok tour by hopping on a local public bus and heading over to the Grand
Palace. Strolling through the palace grounds feels like walking through an Asian version of Alice in Wonderland – the buildings are
so beautiful they almost don’t feel real. But bet your bottom dollar, they’re real alright! Your local guide will tell you all about the
history behind the Palace and the most sacred Buddhist temple in Thailand, Wat Phra Kaew. This place is considered to be the
spiritual centre of the nation, making it a visit that you cannot afford to miss.
From one beautiful temple to another, you’ll move on to Wat Po, another temple that is integral to the Buddhist religion in Thailand.
It’s home to the infamous golden reclining Buddha and is the birthplace of traditional Thai massage. This is one of the most popular
things to do in Bangkok, and with our local guide to take your through the temples, you’ll hear all the secret stories and local
knowledge about the place.
Continue to the others one of Bangkok’s most famous landmarks and known from many postcards, the Wat Arun is best known for
its massive prang, a tower on the Chao Phra river bank built in Khmer architectural style. The prang with its height of more than 80
meters is the highest in Thailand. The Wat Arun, commonly known as “the Temple of Dawn”, is one of only six temples of the
highest grade of the first class Royal Temples, and therefore one of Thailand’s most revered temples
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You will head on towards to Phahurat Market, in the heart of Bangkok's Little India, where all kinds of fabrics, cloths, ornaments,
and accessories are sold along with stalls selling delicious Indian snacks. Here you’ll find a truly unique mix between Thai and Indian
culture, and the meeting of these two very distinctive cultures create something very special! Finishing Time: 13.00pm – 14.00pm
Dress standard: Please ensure your knees and shoulders are covered as this day tour visits a religious temple
Starting Time: 18.00pm. This evening you’ll enjoy a river cruise and dinner on the mighty Chao Phraya River. This is a great way to
experience Bangkok's historical landmarks from a different perspective. Feast on Thai cuisine as you watch river life go by.
A luxury rice barge journey into Thai culture and the Thai heart. Five star dining, traditional culture and touring, on the only original
antique teakwood rice barge on the river in Bangkok. Experience first-class Thai hospitality and delicious food from around Thailand
in the comfort and tranquility of this luxury, open-air cruise. Finishing Time: 20.00pm
Included Activities
• Grand Palace
• Wat Pho
• Wat Arun
• Little India
• Dinner Cruise
Accommodation
IBIS STYLES BANGKOK KHAOSAN VIENGTAI – Standard Room
http://www.ibis.com/gb/hotel-9906-ibis-styles-bangkok-khaosan-viengtai/index.shtml
Loy Nava Dinner Cruise - http://www.loynava.com/
Day 4 – Bangkok – Chiang Mai
Date: 24 Dec 17
Meal Plan (B/-/-)
Take the morning flight to Chiang Mai by Air Asia Flight FD3435 Depart 1030 Arrive 1140 (include)
The most vibrant city in northern Thailand, Chiang Mai has many famous temples and an interesting old city area. Renowned for
dazzling beauty and extremely welcoming locals, the ‘Rose of the North’ will leave you spellbound. Chances are, you won’t want to
leave.
Starting Time: 15.00pm. Embark on a scenic, winding drive up a mountain (approximately 45 minutes) to one of the country's most
stunning temple complexes, Doi Suthep. A 300-step naga-guarded stairway leads you to the temples, and the climb is well worth
the effort. The hypnotic atmosphere of chanting Buddhist monks and sweeping views of the city make this a most memorable
experience. Finishing Time: 19.00pm
Included Activities
• Flight from Bangkok to Chiang Mai
• Doi suthep
Accommodation
Imperial Meaping Hotel (Superior) http://www.imperialmaeping.com/

Thailand

Prepared for:
Date:
Booking reference:

Bruce Cook – Third Rock Tours – 512.415.3033
May 4, 2017
5692111

6

Day 5 –Elephant Nature Park
Date: 25 Dec 17 Christmas Day! Meal Plan (B/L/-)
Set off early, around 8 am, through Mae Taeng Valley to Elephant Nature Park. The drive is about 60 kilometres (approximately
1.5 hours). This unique project provides a sanctuary and rescue centre for elephants. Greeted by an expert guide, learn about the
problems these creatures face in South East Asia. You'll have the chance to see these amazing beasts from the viewing
platform. Enjoy some lunch before elephant bathing time. Then, after a safety briefing, you can join in to scrub and bathe the
elephants (be sure to brings swimmers and a change of clothing). Finishing Time: 17.00pm
Included Activities
• One day Elephant Nature Park
Accommodation
Imperial Meaping Hotel (Superior) http://www.imperialmaeping.com/

Day 6 – Chiang Mai City Tour
Date: 26 Dec 17
Meal Plan (B/L/-)
Starting Time: 09.00pm Our Chiang Mai city tour adventure will begin by exploring the Warorot Market, one of the largest markets
in Chiang Mai. Almost everything is for sale here from food to clothing to hill tribe crafts. At the market, you'll have plenty of time
to taste and sample local specialties before moving on to the Ton Lam Yai Flower Market, overflowing with colourful, fresh cut
flowers.
Next, we’ll take a songthaew to Wat Chai Mongkol, a magnificent temple that was built on the banks of the Mae Ping River. Take
part in a local Buddhist practice by offering alms to monks and learning about other interesting religious traditions.
Then it’s time to take a cruise up the Mae Ping River, one of the main rivers in northern Thailand and the lifeline of Chiang Mai.
Our Mae Ping River cruise will reveal villages and rural life played out on the river shores, and your guide will offer insight into local
livelihood and history throughout the journey.
Next on our Chiang Mai tour we'll enjoy a sumptuous Khao Soi lunch at a local farmer’s house. This noodle dish is often made with
chicken or beef, served over Chinese egg noodles, and garnished with shallots, cilantro, pickled mustard greens, fried whole chilies,
and a squeeze of lime juice. It's totally delicious, and a must-try food in Chiang Mai!
After lunch, we'll visit a garden to learn about local vegetables, herbs, and the medicinal properties of plants, before returning to
Chiang Mai by cruise back.
Continue visit a village of wood sculptures and wood-carved products made.
Baantawai is the renowned source of fine handicrafts of Chiang Mai. It has created numerous wood sculptures and woodcarvings
both for domestic sale and export with which Baantawai earned reputation as the village of woodcarving.
The handicraft products of Baantawai are meticulously hand-made with skilled craftsmen and its 40-year-long experience in wood
sculpturing and Baantawai woodcarving expertise.
Next stop is Celadon factory. The finest Pottery of the region is known as celadon, which has a distinctive glaze made with wood
ash.
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Traditionally the glaze is designed to "run" (flow down the pot as the glaze becomes glassy) as well as "craze" and take on a crackled
appearance. Though a light green color is considered ideal, old celadons could also be yellow and brown and the glaze matt and
opaque if under-fired.
Just when and how the considerable skills required to make this pottery came to Lanna is uncertain.
It is generally accepted that production near Chiang Mai at San Kamphaeng began early in the 14th century, and, like other kilns,
was helped by Chinese potters who had moved south away from the Mongols. However, there is also the possibility that the
necessary skills came from a hitherto undiscovered kiln site and could be Thai in origin. These kilns may have produced fine wares,
perhaps with help from earlier migrations of Chinese potters, long before the establishment of the San Kamphaeng kilns at the
beginning of the 14th century.
The local industry thrived until the fall of Lanna to the Burmese. The mid-17th century war and the competition from cheaper blue
and white wares from China had put out the fires in Lanna kilns. Production began again at the beginning of the 20th century,
bringing Lanna pottery to a new age.
Finishing Time: 16.00pm

Included Activities
• Teakwood carving factory
• Cleadon factory
• Private Maeping River Experience
Accommodation
Imperial Meaping Hotel (Superior) http://www.imperialmaeping.com/
Day 7 –Fly to Bangkok
Date: 27 Dec 17
Meal Plan (B/-/-)
Taking the flight return to the bustling capital Bangkok by Air Asia Flight by FD3434 Depart 0820 Arrive 0930 (Include).
The rest of the day is free for you to enjoy all that Bangkok has to offer, and for anything that you might not have got around to at
the start of the trip.
Go by tailor’s for your second fitting!
Included Activities
• Flight from Chiang Mai – Bangkok
Accommodation
IBIS STYLES BANGKOK KHAOSAN VIENGTAI – Standard Room
http://www.ibis.com/gb/hotel-9906-ibis-styles-bangkok-khaosan-viengtai/index.shtml
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Day 8 –Fly to Surathani
Date: 28 Dec 17
Meal Plan (B/-/-)
Today you will take the flight to Surathani by Air Asia Flight FD3237 Depart 0945 Arrive 1100 (include)
When the private mini van leaves the town area, you can feel the lifestyle of the local communities and their livings as well as the
scenery of mountains, rubber and palm which are economic plants around the area. We’ll stop for lunch along the way. We then
take you to Khaosok National Park where our accommodation “Khaosok Boutique Camps” is located. The rest of the day is free.
Included Activities
• Flight from Bangkok to Surathani
Accommodation
Cliff and River Resort http://thecliffandriver.com/
Day 9 –Lake Day Tour
Date: 29 Dec 17
Meal Plan (B/L/-)
After breakfast travel through pristine jungle, rubber and oil plantations before boarding a long tail boat for a ride across stunning
Rajjaprapa Lake to its island set amongst limestone karst hills surrounding its beautiful green lake. Trek to the islands cave and its
eerie stalactites. Lunch in a local raft-house before free time to relax, swim or kayak. The water is clear and keep an eye out for
hornbills, langurs, macaques or gibbons
Included Activities
• Rajjaprapa (Cheow Lan) Lake tour
Accommodation
Cliff and River Resort http://thecliffandriver.com/
Day 10 –Krabi
Date: 30 Dec 17
Meal Plan (B/-/-)
Today we are transferred to Krabi by private minivan. , it will take approx. 3hrs. We’ll stop for lunch along the way. The rest of the
day is your free time.
With powdery white-sand beaches, limestone karsts jutting out of cerulean waters and jaw-dropping scenery both in and out of
the water, Krabi is a slice of paradise.
A lively beachside town in Krabi Province, Ao Nang has a main street with restaurants, shops and bars, and is close to many idyllic
islands.
Accommodation
Phanang Inn (Deluxe Beach/Spa Wing) - http://phrananginn.vacationvillage.co.th/
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Day 11 – 13 Krabi Free day – New Year’s Eve!
Date: 31 Dec – 2 Jan 18
Meal Plan (3B/-/-)
These three days are free for you.
Ao Nang. A lively beachside town in Krabi Province, Ao Nang has a main street with open-air restaurants, shops that light up the
sidewalk and bars perfect for kicking back with a beer. It’s also in a great position to hop on longtail boats to beaches like Railay
and idyllic islands. There's plenty of free time to relax on the beautiful beaches and get into the spirit of southern Thailand. Enjoy
a relaxing massage on the beach, or simply sit back with a good book and a cool cocktail to watch the sun slip beneath the waves.
Rather than relaxing today you also might want to take advantage of some of the optional activities on offer, like a cycling trip that
takes you on back country tracks, gets you close to local culture, and rewards you with a lovely afternoon dip in a beautiful waterfall.
The area around Krabi is also home to some of the most spectacular climbing routes around. Whether you're a novice or a pro,
being securely tied high up a limestone cliff-face looking down on jungle and crystalline seas is unforgettable.
Optional Activities
• Longtail Boat Taxi to Railay Beach - THB100
• Cycling Trip including waterfall visit - THB3000 (08.30 – 13.30)
• Thai Massage - THB300
• Rock Climbing - THB1800 (09.00 – 15.00)
• Half Day Sea Kayaking – THB1100 (08.30 – 13.30)
• Hong Island by speed boat – THB1650 (08.30 – 15.00)
• Phi Phi Island tour by speed boat – THB1600 (08.30 – 16.00)
• 4 Islands Tour by speed boat – THB1200 (08.30 – 14.00)
• Similan Island – THB3650 (06.00 – 19.00)
Accommodation
Phanang Inn (Deluxe Beach/Spa Wing) - http://phrananginn.vacationvillage.co.th/
Day 14 Departure
Date: 3 Jan 18
Transfer to Krabi Airport and Fly back to Bangkok. The trip ends at the International airport.

Meal Plan (B/-/-)

Thai Airway Flight TG252 Depart 15:20 Arrive 16:40 (include) Other flights are available to coordinate with your international
departure time if you are going back to the USA.
Or, join Third Rock Tours for a 4-day excursion to Cambodia and Angkor Wat.
Airport transfer
• Included
Included Activities
• Flight from Krabi - Bangkok
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About Your Trip
Start Location

Bangkok, Thailand
Bangkok Airport

Finish Location
Bangkok, Thailand
Bangkok Airport

Accommodation
Hotel (13 nights)

Included Meals
Breakfast (13)
Lunch (3)
Dinner (2)

Entrance/Admission Fees

Where applicable with included
activities

Airport Transfers

Transport

Air conditioned vehicle transfers
throughout.

Leader/Guide

Departure Transfer to airport

Exclusions
•

Rooming Requirements
Twin share

1 English speaking tour leader from
day 1 – 11.
**Finish trip in Krabi

•
•

Included Domestic Flight

Included Activities

•
•

Bangkok – Chiang Mai
Chiang Mai - Bangkok
Bangkok – Surathani
Krabi – Bangkok

Thailand

Refer to day by day itinerary

•
•
•
•
•
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International airport departure
tax
Any visas required
Services not mentioned in the
itinerary
Late check out at hotels
Meals and drinks not mentioned
in the itinerary
Drinks with included lunches and
dinners
Tips for leaders, guide and driver
Expenditure of personal nature
Personal Insurance
Optional activities
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Package Price
Pricing per person (twin share basis)
Based on double occupancy

$

2,795.00

Extras
Want your own room?
Single Supplement
$800

Additional Transfers: 1-2 passengers per vehicle

Pre-Accommodation -

Post-Accommodation -

Ibis Styles Bangkok Khaosan Viengtai

Phranang Inn

Single: $85
Twin: $85

Single: $150
Twin: $150

Thailand

Arrival: $40
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